
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESTINATION STRATFORD'S MUSIC POP-UP PROGRAM AMPLIFIES 
LOCAL MUSIC SCENE WITH 17 NEW COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MAY 22, 2026 
(STRATFORD, ON) Destination Stratford continues to invest in bringing live music 
and cultural experiences to the city’s streets and spaces through its Music Pop-
Up Program for 2026, with 17 innovative community-led initiatives selected to 
help build year-round cultural vibrancy and reinforce the program’s role as a 
cornerstone of the Stratford After Dark initiative. 

Designed to support local creativity while enhancing Stratford’s vibrant evening 
atmosphere, the program provides funding to businesses, organizations, 
musicians, and poets to produce intimate and unexpected performances 
throughout the city. From patios and storefronts to unique public spaces, these 
pop-up experiences invite both residents and visitors to discover Stratford in a 
new light. 

“The response to our Music Pop-Up Program this year is the highest on record, 
demonstrating the strong appetite for hosting live music and cultural 
experiences that bring Stratford to life after dark,” said Zac Gribble, Executive 
Director, Destination Stratford. “The 2026 Summer and Fall Music Pop-Up 
Program is providing funding support for artists fees at 17 unique venues across 
the city, expanding cultural opportunities for local musicians, poets, and venues, 
while enriching the visitor experience and encouraging overnight stays.” 

https://click.mailchimp.com/track/click/30010842/visitstratford.ca?p=eyJzIjoiZ2pKVHZpb2JkdUxNOExHUjFvMllicGcyZHhZIiwidiI6MiwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDAxMDg0MixcInZcIjoyLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3Zpc2l0c3RyYXRmb3JkLmNhXFxcL2FmdGVyZGFya1xcXC9cIixcImlkXCI6XCJkMzI5ZDg0NzNiM2Y0NGJjOTU1ZjNiM2NhY2Q5NGI5ZlwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjVmMTE4OWQ4MzI0MmRlMzZmOTJkZmRhNjhlNWY1YmE3Njg4ZTVmMWFcIl0sXCJtc2dfdHNcIjoxNzc5Mzg4NjQwfSJ9


 
THE SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS INCLUDE: 

• OneCare Event at Army Navy 

• Brch & Wyn 

• Cuyuni Creates Art Gallery 

• Foster's Inn 

• SpringWorks Festival at Grayson Mills 

• Mercer Kitchen and Beer Hall 

• Our Stōr(y) 

• Pazzo Pizzeria (Pazzo Co.) 

• Sound Fixation 

• Stratford Perth Museum 

• Stratford Public Library 

• THE Razzamajazz 

• The Boathouse Stratford 

• The Queens Cue 

• The Starlight 

• The Bunker Performance Lounge 

• Wanderland - York Street Street Party 

“We’re grateful to Destination Stratford for helping bring live local music and 
connection into the library once again this summer. Through our after-hours 
Happy Hour events, the Music Pop-Up Grant helps us showcase local talent 
while transforming the library into a vibrant social gathering space for the 
community.” Melanie Kindrachuk, Adult Services Librarian, Stratford Public 
Library. 
 
“We are incredibly excited to open our doors and become part of Stratford’s 
vibrant arts and culture community. As a new boutique hotel inspired by 



 

storytelling, theatre, and connection, partnering with local music talent feels like 
a natural extension of who we are. Stratford is home to so much extraordinary 
musical talent and creative energy, and we’re honored for The Queen’s Cue to 
become a gathering place where artists can shine and guests can experience the 
creativity that makes this community so special. Music has such a powerful way 
of bringing people together, and we can’t wait to welcome both performers and 
guests into that experience.” Melissa Charlton, Sales and Catering Manager, The 
Queens Cue. 
 
Dates and additional details for the 17 selected experiences will be added to 
Destination Stratford’s event calendar and promoted across social media 
channels as participating organizers finalize and share their programming 
details. The next Music Pop-Up program for winter and spring 2026/2027 will be 
launched later this fall.  
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For more information, please email hello@visitstratford.ca. 
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