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(STRATFORD, ON) The Every Voice poetry contest team has announced 
the top prize winners in both its Youth and Adult categories, in 
conjunction with the release of the contest’s Roots Through Stone - Poems 
of Strength and Resilience anthology. The prize winners and all published 
poets were celebrated in a well-attended and rather joyous awards 
ceremony at Stratford’s City Hall auditorium on the evening of April 23rd, 
National Poetry Month in Canada. 
  
The Every Voice poetry competition is a joint project undertaken by 
Stratford Poet Laureate, David Stones, along with Destination Stratford 
and Stratford Public Library. 
  
Open to all residents of Perth County, Stratford and St. Marys, the 
inaugural contest was announced in July 2025, with submissions related 
to the theme of resilience accepted to the end of October. In the final 
analysis, Roots Through Stone comprises 85 poems by 75 poets from 
throughout the community, with 17 poets taking home top prizes and 
Judges’ Choice awards. An editorial panel comprising Stones, then 
Stratford Youth Poet Laureate, Quinn Mayer, mutli-award winning poet 
and Pathways to Poetry founder, Heidi Sander, and award winning poet 
and Poetry Stratford co-ordinator, Mark Hetzberger, oversaw the 
submission guidelines and the adjudication process. 
  
“This contest and the anthology are everything I hoped they could be,” 
Stones says. “In addition to the crafting and performance of poetry in 
support of a range of local events and causes, the build out of a community-
based poetry program is a key part of my mandate. The robust response to 
this contest and the honour of publishing so many poets from throughout the 
region is hugely gratifying. I congratulate our award recipients, but everyone 
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who entered, in fact anyone who puts pen to paper in the act of self 
expression, is a winner in my books.” 
  
“Hearty kudos to all who entered and to the prize winners,” said 
Destination Stratford Executive Director, Zac Gribble, and Stratford 
Public Library CEO, Krista Robinson, in a joint statement. “It’s wonderful 
that so many of these poets are being published for the first time. Our 
organizations are so much about the stories that shape and sustain our 
remarkable community. We applaud all initiatives that help surface these 
narratives and ensure more voices are heard. We see the Every Voice poetry 
contest has a primary and recurring feature of the Poet Laureate program in 
the years ahead.” 
 
First, second and third prize winners for both Youth and Adult categories 
received cash prizes of $500, $250 and $100, respectively, while all 17 
short-listed poets received a commemorative award certificate. Prize 
winners are as follows:  
 

A. Youth Category (age 8-18) 
• First Prize: “How to Kill a Butterfly: A Tutorial” – Melantha Rusticus, 

St. Marys 
• Second Prize: “The Artist, War” – Aspen Gloin, Stratford 
• Third Prize: “When the Light Found Me” – Haylee Turcott, Listowel 

 
Judges’ Choice Awards:  

• “My Humanity” – Nguyen Thai Huyen Vo, Stratford 
• “The Lost Sea” – Lily Paterson, Stratford 
• “A Wall to Reprimand” – Anaya Campbell, Stratford 
• “At the Talkers’ Mercy” – Aspen Gloin, Stratford 

 
2. Adult Category 

• First Prize: “Cerebral Palsy” – Aleah Graff, Stratford 
• Second Prize: “Schrodinger’s Caterpillar” – Alex Oeming, Stratford 
• Third Prize: “Tending the Past” – Judith Harway, Stratford 

 
Judges’ Choice Awards:  

• “Birth, Death and the Bit In Between” – Barbara McMahon, Stratford 
• “About My Brother Ben” – Michael Smith, Stratford 
• “A Line on the Library Floor” – Judith Harway, Stratford 
• “Healing” – Faera Lane, Stratford 
• “A Good Storm” – Shayda Campbell, Stratford 
• “Emancipation” – HAUI, Stratford 



• “All Evidence Points to Your Missing” – Nicole Bulger, Stratford 
• “Palm Reading” – M Daniela Mange, Stratford 
• “See Me” – Victoria Powell, Stratford 
• “Arboretum” – Faera Lane, Stratford 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
David Stones 
Stratford Poet Laureate 
dmstones@rogers.com 
416-473-4855 
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