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DESTINATION STRATFORD ANNOUNCES RETURN OF MUSIC
POP-UP PROGRAM FOR SUMMER AND FALL 2026

For Immediate Release: April 9, 2026

(STRATFORD, ON) Destination Stratford continues to invest in bringing live
music and spoken word to the city’s streets and spaces with the return of
its Music Pop-Up Program for 2026, continuing its role as a cornerstone of
the Stratford After Dark campaign.

Designed to support local creativity while enhancing Stratford’s vibrant
evening, the program offers funding to businesses, organizations,
musicians and poets to produce intimate and unexpected performances
across the city. From patios and storefronts to unique public spaces,
these pop-up experiences invite both residents and visitors to discover
Stratford in a new light.

The program builds on strong momentum from 2025, when a summer
and fall rollout proved highly successful. Thirteen locally led initiatives
featuring a dynamic mix of live music and poetry helped animate the city
after hours, drawing audiences into vibrant, one-of-a-kind cultural
moments.


https://visitstratford.ca/afterdark/

"The response to last year’s program highlighted the strong appetite for
live music and cultural experiences that bring Stratford to life after dark,”
said Zac Gribble, Executive Director, Destination Stratford. “As part of our
broader Stratford After Dark campaign, the Music Pop-Up Program
continues to expand opportunities for local musicians, poets, and
venues, while enriching the visitor experience and encouraging overnight
stays and deeper exploration of the city.”

Firstintroduced in 2023 in alignment with the Lights On Stratford Winter
Festival of Lights, the Music Pop-Up Program has evolved into a year-

round platform for artistic expression and community connection.

Applications are now open for 2026, with funding available in the
amounts of $250, $500 and $1,000, encouraging applicants to explore
bold, creative ideas that help raise the profile of Stratford’s cultural
nightlife.

The Summer & Fall Music Pop-Up Program applications are due by 5:00
PM on Friday, May 8, 2026. Maximum 1 application per
business/organization. Collaborations are encouraged. Stratford After
Dark Music Pop-Up Application.
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For more information, please email hello@uvisitstratford.ca.
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