TOURISM, GROWTH & MOMENTUM:
INSIDE DESTINATION STRATFORD’S STANDOUT 2025

DESTINATION
STRATFORD

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Stratford, Ontario, March 2, 2026 - For the sixth consecutive year, Destination Stratford
has released its comprehensive Year in Review report, showcasing key achievements from
2025, including an in-depth overview of the organization’s integrated approach to
destination marketing, development, strategic partnerships, and stewardship, highlighting
measurable results, strengthened community collaboration, and sustained long-term
impact.

The annual report outlines key marketing objectives and year-over-year performance
results, supported by detailed insights into campaign execution, social media growth, top-
performing digital content, and website analytics. Together, these metrics demonstrate
how targeted storytelling and multi-channel strategies are driving visibility, engagement,
and visitation.

Beyond marketing, the report highlights significant destination development initiatives
introduced or expanded in 2025, including Bird Friendly City certification, Music Pop-Up



Programs, Stratford After Dark, Group Travel growth, the Stratford Poet Laureate program,
and winter collaborations with the Stratford Festival and Here For Now Theatre. Culinary
Trails, Stratford Al Fresco, Sports Tourism development, and cultural planning initiatives
further reflect a diversified and experience-driven tourism strategy.

A strong focus on destination management illustrates the organization’s commitment to
sustainable growth. New additions for 2025 include the Resident Sentiment Survey, the
establishment of a Destination Stewardship Council, refreshed Tourism Advisory
Committees, and an Accommodation Snapshot, ensuring tourism growth remains aligned
with community priorities.

“The progress outlined in this year’s report reflects the strength of our partnerships and the
shared commitment to Stratford’s success as a year-round cultural destination,” said Zac
Gribble, Executive Director of Destination Stratford. “By alighing strategic marketing with
impactful destination development and stewardship, we are driving visitation and
economic impact throughout the year, while also ensuring that tourism directly supports
our community and enhances quality of life for residents.”

The review concludes with strategic commitments outlining how Destination Stratford will
advance its 2025-2030 Strategic Plan, reinforcing its role in supporting local businesses,
fostering a welcoming community, and sustaining Stratford’s position as a leading cultural
destination. It also includes a Lights On Stratford 2025/2026 addendum highlighting
program successes, visitation impact, and an ongoing commitment to build towards a
robust and vibrant year-round visitor economy through regenerative tourism.

Final versions of the 2025 Destination Stratford Year in Review and the 2025/26 Lights On
Stratford reports are now available.
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For more information, please email hello@visitstratford.ca
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