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Stratford, ON - The Every Voice poetry contest team is proudly publishing 85 poems
crafted by 75 community poets in a soon to be released anthology titled Roots Through
Stone — Poems of Strength and Resilience.

Seventeen poets, divided among Youth and Adult categories, are shortlisted for top prizes
and cash awards. Prize winners will be announced and the book released at a celebratory
awards ceremony set for National Poetry Month, the evening of April 23 at the Stratford
City Hall auditorium.

Every Voice is a joint project undertaken by Stratford Poet Laureate, David Stones, along
with Destination Stratford and Stratford Public Library. The theme for the 2025/26 contest is
resilience, with the contest open to residents of Stratford, St. Marys and Perth County. An
editorial panel comprising Stones, Stratford Youth Poet Laureate, Quinn Mayer, multi-award
winning poet and Pathways to Poetry founder, Heidi Sander, and award winning poet and
Poetry Stratford co-ordinator, Mark Hertzberg, has overseen the submission guidelines and
adjudication process.

“The contest and this anthology are central to the literary ambassador aspects of my Poet
Laureate role,” says David Stones. “We asked our local poets and storytellers to interpret
resilience in all its forms, and the results are so gratifying. Our poets, many of whom are
being published for the first time, represent the full geography of our community, from
Stratford to Listowel, St. Marys to Mitchell. In Roots Through Stone, through the variety and
array of these poems, we see how strength is lived, learned and shared. Resilience, it
seems, is not solitary, but essential lifeblood to the resolute spirit that so defines our diverse
and determined Stratford-Perth community.”

“We’re a community of stories,” says Zac Gribble, Executive Director, Destination Stratford,
“and part of our role here is to ensure that they’re revealed and shared. This contest and the
Roots Through Stone anthology meet this objective beautifully. We want the concept of a
community poetry contest to be a recurring feature of the Poet Laureate role. This inaugural
contest shows us what can be achieved and underscores the immense value in providing a
creative avenue for the diverse voices of our community to be heard.”

The Every Voice poetry contest team invites the public to share in celebrating the 75
published poets and the prize winner announcements on April 23™. Roots Through Stone
will be released and available for sale that night, while the pre-order system through Fanfare
Books will be announced shortly.

The poets shortlisted for first, second, third place prizes and Judges’ Choice Awards are as
follows:



A. Youth Category (age 8-18)

“A Wall to Remember”- Anaya Campbell, Stratford, ON

“At the Talkers’ Mercy”- Aspen Gloin, Stratford, ON

“The Artist, War”- Aspen Gloin, Stratford, ON

“The Lost Sea’- Lily Paterson, Stratford, ON

“My Humanity”- Nguyen Thai Huyen Vo, Stratford ON

“‘How to Kill a Butterfly: A Tutorial”- Melantha Rusticus, St. Marys ON
“When the Light Found Me”- Haylee Turcott, Listowel, ON
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Adult Category

“All Evidence Points to Your Missing”- Nicole Bulger, Stratford, ON
“A Good Storm”- Shayda Campbell, Stratford, ON

“Cerebral Palsy”- Aleah Graff, Stratford, ON

“Tending the Past’- Judith Harway, Stratford, ON

“A Line on the Library Floor’- Judith Harway, Stratford, ON
“Emancipation”- HAUI

“Healing’- Faera Lane, Stratford, ON

“Arboretum”- Faera Lane, Stratford, ON

‘Palm Reading”- M Daniela Mange, Stratford, ON

“Birth, Death and the Bit In Between”- Barbara McMahon, Stratford, ON
“Schrodinger’s Caterpillar’- Alex Oeming, Stratford, ON

“See Me”- Victoria Powell, Stratford ON

“About My Brother Ben”- Michael Smith, Stratford ON
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